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The Hurghada Youth Cinema Festival has become one of the cultural and artistic platforms that reflect the image
of modern Egypt—an Egypt that places its youth at the forefront of its priorities, opening before them horizons
of creativity and opportunities for dialogue and communication with the world.

From our deep belief in the power of art and creativity as soft power that reflects Egypt’s civilized image and
affirms its cultural standing, the Ministry of Culture is always keen to support initiatives that provide young
people with broad spaces for expression and exchange of experiences, convinced that investing in minds and
imagination is the true investment in the future of the nation.

The gathering of 60 films from 30 countries on the land of Hurghada stands as living testimony that Egypt
remains a crossroads of civilizations, a destination for the arts, and a bridge for dialogue among peoples.
The introduction of distinctive awards such as the “Green Award” and the “Tourism Film Award” further
underscores the festival’s awareness of its mission, and its faith that art can be an effective force in protecting
the environment, supporting sustainable development, and promoting the values of beauty and coexistence.
The extension of activities to cultural sites across the city clearly embodies the state’s policy of achieving
cultural justice, bringing creative expression directly to people in their own places, making the festival an event
that enriches the local community as much as it addresses the world.

| am certain that this edition will add a new achievement to the journey of Egyptian and Arab cinema and will
contribute to the emergence of 3 generation of young creators capable of carrying the message of Egyptian art
to the world and strengthening Egypt’s cultural and artistic position among nations.

May God grant you success, and may cinema always remain a shining sun that illuminates the land of Egypt.

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Hanno
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The continuation of the Hurghada Youth Film Festival into its third edition confirms that
we are witnessing a firmly established experience that grows stronger and more influential
year after year. The festival is no longer just a dream at its inception but has become a true
platform that offers young creators in Egypt and the Arab world a wide space to express
their talents and exchange experiences with leading filmmakers.

At the Ministry of Youth and Sports, we believe that arts and sports are two wings of the
same essence, both contributing to building character, enriching awareness, and shaping
identity. Cinema, with its beauty and power to inspire, remains a vital medium for shaping
youth consciousness and strengthening their sense of belonging.

Through this festival, new names have emerged and works with innovative ideas have
flourished—worthy of a generation that knows no limits, 3 generation that turns the screen
into 3 window for hope and change. Supporting this festival springs from our faith that
investing in youth creativity is investing in the future.

Best wishes for this new edition, for its ambitious youth, and for Hurghada to remain a
beacon of art and culture.

Dr. Ashraf Sobhy
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The Hurghada Youth Film Festival is no longer just a daring idea or 3 suspended dream; it
has now become a reality that proves clear vision and hard work can make all the difference.
Three years after the launch of its first edition, we now gather for the third edition with
greater maturity, deeper experience, and stronger determination for the festival to secure
its distinguished place among film festivals in Egypt and beyond.

Since its inception, the festival has carried the message of supporting young talents,
opening windows for dialogue between generations, and linking cinema to the vibrant
spirit of Hurghada, a city that itself stands as a model of renewal and openness. Today,
we see the dream expanding to include more diverse films, richer panels, and tributes to
iconic figures who have left their mark on cinema’s memory.
Continuity is harder than beginnings, yet through faith and collective effort by artists,
critics, media, and supporters, the festival proves capable of illuminating new horizons of
creativity and carving its name into cultural memory as a genuine platform for youth and
a voice for a constantly evolving art.

Mohamed Al-Basousi
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Youth, Creativity, and the Sea

Distinguished guests, dear filmmakers, and beloved friends of cinema, Welcome to
Hurghada — the city of light, the sea, and dreams — as it proudly opens the Hurghada
Youth Film Festival.

Here, the talents of tomorrow gather, cameras awaken, and lenses begin to write the future

of cinema with new colors and a truthful voice.

In Hurghada, where the blue of the sea meets the blue of imagination, we celebrate a cinema

born from the hearts and minds of youth. Today, you are the creators of the present and the

inspiration of the future. And from this very shore, your films will set sail to the world.

This festival is not only a series of screenings, but a living space for dreams, 3 bridge

between talent and opportunity, between stories and their audiences. Over these days, we

will witness new visions springing from the spirit of youth — a testimony of their creativity,

their strength of expression, and their love for life.

With deepest gratitude, we thank all those who have made this dream a reality. We thank

our distinguished guests, and every director, actor, and artist who has come together in the

name of cinema. Now, let us raise the curtain, let the cameras roll, and let the story begin...
Kadry El Haggar

Festival Manager



Ugo Sl

Honorees







Hurghada

International

YOUTHFilm
Festival

vile clnag gupno gl 0o bl e <alg
AlAa . (jlei d=ola go Jloell §jlal (14 dalauh
Jub cligll olagyaudg wlillell pe gall plle
«agwig Ay pjlga JUA o JUADl @has gi
auloiuwl Wmisllnsl culs .«ldgjpj» Juduiog
«@ ol 2ol (14 (aueo» pld pe &diénll
&0 duuilogyg Lauwogs doni Waey qunil (AQAN)
«@yjaifw| 1Slo» g «apoli Wbl :Jio Jlocl
«calw] 00 «g «63332)l pao il «g «yigl» g
LarogSl g BIgal ggiiy 6alé Cijpos .SLLIK «g
&3l @aollo jladiwl (16 Gaai adg doljallg
g0 Gupd OlnAl padi (16 ol ihag
Jio :oluloll (o sl Coad ¢ua jganall
cldr «Joll cjall ayglpaall» «@ld cllla cgpo»
Llw» «padll 1a gKo» «bao=ll QFO» «Cuo
Al plal Wlael JUA go b 289 «wopale it
ailiall gl Jlio Jale 6alé .jganall wlaclg
Jhig aualddlg auclaiall jalgall cilnds il
Gl &yl Lhallg LagwogSl Jaw o Wl Ieja

.agdce pe jganall oiaj

o, FLENC AN

Born in Libya to Egyptian parents, She obtained a bachelor in Business Administration from the
University of Benghazi. She entered the world of art through commercials and music videos before
capturing attention with her performances in the “ Fawazeer Black and White” and the TV series
“Zizinia”. Her true cinematic breakout came with film “Sa‘eedi at the American University” (1998),
after which she became a star of comedy and romance with films such as “The Student Cop, Private
Alexandria, The Chord, In Heliopolis Apartment, and 55 Ambulance”, “ Kazablanka”.

Ghada distinguished herself through the diversity of her roles across comedy and drama. With
her natural dramatic talent and captivating presence, she successfully embodied characters that
resonated with audiences. On television, she starred in numerous acclaimed series including
“Mabrouk, You Got Anxiety, EL Masraweya (Part 1), Dead Heart, Farah EL Omda, A Place in the Pal-
ace, and Saraya Abdeen”. These works earned her both critical respect and widespread popularity.

Chada Adel stands as a model of an artist who transcended social and cultural barriers, maintain-
ing a career that bridges comedy and drama while connecting deeply with audiences across gen-
erations. She remains an essential figure in Arab entertainment, embodying the enduring appeal

of television and cinema.
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Mohamed Mamdouh

Was born on May 9, 1981, in Kuwait and grew up in the old Helmeya in Cairo. He began his artistic
career on stage, participating in plays such as “Ahlan Ya Bakwat” and “Qahwa Sada,” which drew the
attention of directors to his unique talent.

He launched his cinematic career with the film “lbrahim Al-Abyad” (2009), in which he played the
role of “Abdo, “” He then participated in films such as “Bebo and Bashir,” “Youm Maloush Lazma,”
and “The Blue Elephant,” which contributed to consolidating his status as a talented actor.

In 2015, he played the role of “Raouf Hamzaoui” in the film “Welad Rizk,” which marked a turning
point in his artistic career. This was followed by his participation in the series “Grand Hotel” (2016),
where he played the character “Amin,” which gained him widespread fame. He continued to shine
in films such as “Bank Al-Haz,” “Al-Khaliya,” “Turab Al-Mas,” and “Ayar Nari.” In 2019, he participated
in the films “Welad Rizk 2,” “Al-Daif,” and “122,” in addition to the series “Qabil.” In 2021, he gave a
distinguished performance in the film “Abu Saddam,” for which he won the Best Actor Award from
the Cairo International Film Festival. He also participated in the series “Newton’s Game” with Mona
Zaki, which achieved great success. In 2024, Mohamed Mamdouh was one of the most prominent
actors in cinema, having participated in seven films, including “Sheqo,” “Al-Sirb,” “Welad Rizk 3 - Al-
Qadeya,” and “Ahl Al-Kahf”.
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Nicole Saba

Born in Beirut, Nicole Saba first gained fame on fashion show stages and in music videos,
including the popular clip for the song “Einy (1997)”. She joined the band Four Cats and
achieved great success with the albums “Tik Tik and Layl Nahar”. Later on, she gained
recognition with her solo performance of the song “Ana Tab‘l Kida”

Her cinematic success came with her leading role with the star Adel Imam in “The Danish
Experience”. Since then, she has built a career combining her refined musical talent with
versatile acting across comedy and drama. She has played main roles in films such as “The
Story of the Common, Al Saffah, Tomn Dastet Ashrar, Samir Abu El Nil, and Laylat El-Baby
Doll”. She won the award for the best singer in 2004 from Sayidaty magazine.

Nicole Saba embodies a rare balance between artistic sophistication and popular appeal.
She bridges singing and acting, blending captivating beauty with artistic passion. With her
charisma and screen presence, she transcends the conventional image of beauty to create
3 powerful and luminous presence in Arab cinema. She remains a symbol of versatility
and creativity, offering audience across the region a unique artistic experience that unites

glamour performance, and deep feeling.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sayidaty
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Biography
Director Aleksandr
Amirov, born in Fergana in
1978, is a Russian director
and editor. A Golden
€Eagle Award winner for
"House", he studied
editing at VGIK and acting
at the German Sidakov
School. His works include
The Elusive series, The
Last Bogatyr, Inadequate
People 2, Teli and Toli,
and Fixer: Brother.

The Frog Princess

Russia - 93 m - 2025

Synopsis
A frog living in a city park pond loved watching summer
cinema. One day, she saw a cartoon where a frog caught
an arrow and turned into a girl. Inspired, she decided to
do the same. Instead of an arrow, she caught a golf ball—
and still transformed into a beautiful girl. A whimsical
tale of dreams, transformation, and the unexpected
magic that comes from believing.
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Director Aleksandr Amirov

Scriptwriter Olga Klemesheva, Vladimir Kuksin, Vasiliy

Rovenskiy

Cinematographer Arseny Kozin

Editor Aleksandr Amirov, Evgeny Fadeev, Eduard
Nuritdinov
Producer Maksim Rogalskiy, Vasiliy Rovenskiy

Contact Polina Kamenskaya - p.kamenskaya@roskino.org
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Rageh Dawoud

He began studying music from a young age by learning to play the piano, followed
by musical composition. He graduated from the Cairo Conservatoire and completed
his postgraduate studies at the University of Music and Performing Arts in Vienna,
Austria. Since his return, he has worked in the field of music composition in parallel
with his position as a professor at the Academy of Arts since 1989 to the present day.

In addition to his musical compositions, he has extensive work in film and theater
music, having composed numerous scores for a significant number of films and re-
ceived multiple awards in this field. He has also received several prizes and honors,
including the State Encouragement Award, the State Prize for the Arts and the State
Appreciation Award in 2022. He has participated in numerous music jury commit-
tees.

Among his important works is the national anthem of Mauritania in 2018, for which

he was awarded the First-Class Knight Medal.
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Nermin El-Feqi

Nermin Abdel Razzeq El-Feqi (June 21, Alexandria) ,is @ prominent Egyptian actress
with a strong presence in drama, television, and cinema. She is graduated from
Victoria College School and later from the Faculty of Commerce at Alexandria
University. She joined the artistic field through commercials in the early 1990s,
after being discovered by the director Talaat Yohanna, then moved on to starring in
notable TV works such as “Back Alive”,” Al Bahhar Mondi”, “The Night and Its End”,
“Behind Closed Doors” , “Abu EL Arousa”,”Gabal EL Halal”, “ Nasibi Wa Qesmetik”;
among others. She also performed in theater in the play My Wife, Monica and I.
She stood out in social and romantic roles, and achieved a strong presence across
television, theater, and cinema, starring in many artistic works in various mediums.
She has received numerous awards and honors, such as the Excellence Award and
Best Actress Award. Known for her elegance and grace, she believes that self-

confidence is the essence of true beauty.




Hurghada

International

YOUTHFilm
Festival

aazall go AlAl awd gugygls) ke Jol uadl (14 alg
ollal &l Jol e.ulg apl 1A pole dald)l Lol (el
&l - MW - 3l - 199 -jaladl ( gl aSlao) dlgls dulg)
a0 gugll dapall (o 8casll pwg (le Jola M1 &gy
osith ple pao Jlach pila. M0 gyl aSloo cllo allla
CIP gl ua pllell goih aud (16 ggujalilg delall
J9aJ golaill gulao Joa) laiwl &re0a ple guol . (10 -
Jug « el gulial) plall sl guwy @il « gyl Al
a<laay ggujalilg aclall auay dpghill Olwlhallg ¢gad)
Al ghyae e wllyao sae 14 aoySi 05 .l
pUal glaao . “ouliall Glill k5 " dpla FIM guloigl
a5 00 goujalily delall addll glypao « MM &agswll
Culgpl Jjlo - 992 Auuipall il dao 6aoe Jud 40 aoySs
padi ohlaw e jla . oxb 6aigao ddlaw 8aaydig
yulaiuul eLb;.o ooy guloiuwll saldl glyao go
9xS9hy gl Guil glayang ulaiwwl @iios glayaog
dio ollaanll go el aky gl 18 gass djlb
oo « ggjalily aclill gl gl Galall glyao
ppell loll gl « laiully gl rallell alagy ol - Qiio - QA0
Julowll gua glado « guyb g1rd Gl plall

Jubgl glyao .« gugall (tloiwul Guroa glayao . ugall

guao « yulaiul &aiwll glhyao ugall (uiloiuwl

U9l glaall « gulaill (uell glayao «ulaiuul cugsll

gl pliall gall glhag glhsao. gulife; gl pliall

Bassam Al-Thawadi

Born in Bahrain, he holds a BA in Directing from the Higher Institute of Cinema, Cairo, in 1983.
He Produced and directed the Ffirst three feature movies for the Kingdom of Bahrain “ The Barrier”
1990, “Visitor” 2003 and “A Bahraini Tale” 2006. He Holds the Order of the efficiency of the first
class from His Majesty the King of the Kingdom of Bahrain, 2015. He has served as Acting Direc-
tor General of Radio and Television Affairs at the Information Affairs Authority in Bahrain (2013
- 2015). He was Secretary General of the Cinema Society of the Gulf Cooperation Council, Vice
President of the General Union of Arab Artists. He has been honored at several festivals, including
the Gulf Film Festival 2012 with the “Artists’ Achievement Award”, the Saudi Film Festival 2021,
and the Gulf Radio and Television Festival 2022. He was honored by the mayor of the French city
Nantes, and imitated him the City of Nantes Medal. He was awarded certificates of appreciation
from Cairo International Film Festival, Carthage Film Festival, Damascus Film Festival, and Middle
East Film Festival in Tokyo. He has participated as a member of the juries of many festivals, such
3s Cairo International Radio and Television Festival, Baghdad International Film and Television
Festival, Dubal International Film Festival, Damascus International Film Festival, Abu Dhabl Inter-
national Film Festival, Alexandria Film Festival, Kuwalt Film Festival, Al Ain Film Festival u Dhabl,
Meknes International Arab Film Festival, and Oran International Arab Film Festival.
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Danil Tyabin

His career has been developing rapidly and has already brought him numerous
awards. In 2019 he was recognized at an international competition in Bahrain, and
in 2020 at the “Cyprus Cat.”

In 2022, at the “Window to Europe” film festival, he received an award for the film
Emperor, in which he played one of the leading roles.

In 2023, his filmography was enriched with projects such as Social Networks, Stream,
Sestrukha, and At the Bottom, which was included in the ORIGINAL+ streaming con-
tent festival. Among his most recent films are North Pole directed by Alexander Kott
and The End of Ends directed by Anton Bilzho.

Alongside his film career, Danil actively works in theater, staging productions as a

director across Russia.

Most recently, he directed a psychological thriller titled Nepentf.
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Director and Screenwriter - Germany

Director and scriptwriter Michael Fetter Nathansky was born in 1993 and spent his
youth in Cologne and Madrid. He studied Film Directing at the Film University Ba-
belsberg Konrad Wolf.

He is the co-writer of Sophie Linnenbaum’s THE ORDINARIES (2022) which celebrat-
ed its international premiere in Karlovy Vary and was awarded with the FOrderpreis
Neues Deutsches Kino and the First Steps Award for the ‘Best Feature Film’. It was
shown among others at South by Southwest (SXSW), in Zurich and Tallinn.

His debut feature film EVERY YOU EVERY ME celebrated its world premiere at Ber-
linale 2024. It received both WIP Europa Industry Awards at the San Sebastidn Inter-
national Film Festival where it has also been selected for the Zabaltegi-Tabakalera
competition 2024. It won three awards at the Malaysia International Film Festival
and is currently being shown at numerous festivals, Thessaloniki and New Horizons.
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Bird Boy
Hajeer
House

Larp the movie
Moscow Cairo
Shame -Verglienza

Simsim

Spark

The Postman






ol ge
Qo9 Wil gouwulgw g
oo {Sl jail (1ol piing
dlach jul (o lald GuuioA
ALl gia gug L $» Laiio
29 Ju Clpolorg «2 Cuyyiwl
UgSla» g «6duill» 9 «duasll
gula» g «guli» g «2000
gl iy g «gllayl
Director’s Biography
Joel Soisson is an
American writer, director,
and producer with over
fifty features. Credits
include Trick or Treat,

A Nightmare on Elm
Street 2, and Bill & Ted’s
Excellent Adventure. He
launched franchises The

Prophecy, Trekkies, Dracula
2000, and Pulse. Recent
work includes award-
winning Buffalo Rider and
Bird Boy (2025).

South Africa — United States - 78 m - 2025

Synopsis

Nine-year-old orphan August moves to a rural African farm
with his new parents, Emmie and Thabo. Discovering an
abandoned egg, he raises Koobus, a lovable but chaotic
ostrich. When a court order sends Koobus to slaughter,
August breaks him out, freeing all the birds. Their wild
escape through town captures global attention, and
August becomes known everywhere as “Bird Boy”.
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Director Joel Soisson
Scriptwriter Joel Soisson
Cinematographer Marius Vaan Graan
Editor Tommy Agaard
Producer Michael S. Murphey, Pantea Chaderi

Contact joelsoisson@aol.com
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Director’s Biography
Sara Talab is a filmmaker
and director based
between Jeddah and
France. A graduate of
EICAR Paris, she directed
the short film Bernard &
Bernadette. Her feature
debut Hajeer has its
world premiere at the
Dakhla Film Festival. Sara
explores emotional stories
and genre cinema through
3 strong visual approach.

HAJEER

Saudi Arabia - 90 minutes- 2025

Synopsis
In 1960s Djeddah, young musician Hajeer became deaf
due to a3 disease and is abandoned by his family. Refusing
to surrender, he overcomes prejudice and despair, driven
by hope and passion. When betrayed by his beloved Aalya,
he finds inner strength and reclaims his voice. Hajeer’s
journey becomes a3 powerful symphony of redemption,
exploring love, resilience, and the unbreakable human
spirit.
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Director Sara TALAB
Scriptwriter Amal Al Hajjar, Amal Diab
Cinematographer Azmi Al Rahmani

Editor Sameh Salah

Producer Amal Alhajjar

Contact Amal Al Hajar - Amal.h@shadowfilms.net
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Director’s Biography
JAMSHID NARZIKULOV

Uzbek director born in
1997 in Sirdaryo. Graduated
from Uzbek State Institute
of Arts and Culture in Film
and TV Directing (2020).
Joined ‘Art House’ program
by Ayub Shahobiddinov.
His minimalist,
intimate works explore
transformation, silence,
and ethics. Films: Suzane
(2020), Sulton Ali. Maestro
(2023), House (2024).

House

Uzbekistan - 90 minutes- 2024

Synopsis
In a quiet village, Adolat loses her son due to a dangerous
internet challenge. With no criminal case opened, she
travels to the metropolis. As she searches for the truth
behind her son’s death, the journey leads her into the
fog of unresolved pain within her own heart
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Director JAMSHID NARZIKULOV
Scriptwriter SHAKHJAKHAN SUBHONOV, HUSNULLO
JOMONKULOV

Cinematographer Otabek Saidov

Editor Jahongir Ubbiniyazov
Producer Alisher Abdunazarov
Contact Amal Al Hajar - Amal.h@shadowfilms.net
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Director’s Biography
Graduate of directing at
WSRITV in Katowice and
member of the Polish
Filmmakers Association.
Directed award-winning
shorts including Fusy,
Szczekoscisk, Larp,
and Muka!. Also directs
commercials and music
videos. Creator of two TV
series: Mental and 1670
(Netflix).

©

LARP THE MOVIE

Poland - 100 minutes - 2025

Synopsis

A heartfelt coming-of-age story where Sergius, a 17-year-
old LARP enthusiast, escapes bullying through fantasy
role-play. When Helena, a new girl who shares his
passion, joins the school but quickly fits in with the
popular crowd, Sergius decides to fight for her love. To
do so, he must overcome school rivals, family pressure,
and his own insecurities
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Director
Scriptwriter
Cinematographer
Editor

Producer

Contact

Kordian Kadziela

Michat Wawrzecki , Maciej Sowinski

Kordian Kadziela
Magdalena Chowanska
Maciej Szczyagiel, FILIP ZAREBA

dystrybucja@mowiserwis.pl



aRall ge
g0 QAo (Yhao ala
«j iy Al us pb guwl
Juy «@ S| (S«g paoy
Gl og Lsllal oy Al
«yngowo WLS» aio &L
loinw aily .«gpls gSiwgo«g
aolall JU (ol aiiwall dpoiill
éplag (2022) vy duaill
gyl flawll o dJga

Director’s Biography
Khaled Mehran is an
Egyptian director and
founder of Petah Pictures in
Egypt and Cri Eco in Dubai.
He directed notable works
including Memory Card and
Moscow Cairo. A pioneer
of sustainable cinema, he
received Dubali’s Golden
Residency (2022) and an
international award from
the Russian Embassy for
the first Egyptian-Russian
co-production.

Moscow - Cairo

Egypt - Russia - UAE - 86m - 2025

Synopsis
In1993 four young Russian women make a bold decision—
to leave their homeland behind and seek a new life in
Egypt. As they immerse themselves in Egyptian culture,
theirjourney becomes one of transformation, connection,
and unexpected belonging. Captivated by the warmth
and spirit of Egypt, the women find not just refuge, but
3 new home—one they grow to love so deeply, returning
becomes unimaginable.
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Director Khaled Mahran
Scriptwriter Emad ElSebal, Elena Serebriakova
Cinematographer Vladimir Artemyev
Editor Salma Hossam
Producer Enaam EL Tounsi, Mohamed El Telawe

Contact info@creeco.ae
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Director’s Biography
Filmmaker, editor, and
teacher. Miguel studied Film
Direction at CCC and has
directed several fiction and
documentary short films.
He received fellowships
for writing feature scripts,
including Shame, his
directorial debut. He
teaches filmmaking and
editing at CCC and other
institutions, and has worked
extensively in fiction and
documentary editing.

(32
VERGUENZA- Shame

Mexico, Qatar - 103 m - 2024

Synopsis
Pedro and Lucio are kidnapped and forced to fight to the
death. Pedro defeats Lucio and escapes, but will have
to decide between revealing the truth to his friend’s
fractured family or suffer the price of keeping the secret.
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Director Miguel Salgado
Scriptwriter Miguel Salgado, Alfredo Mendoza, Francisco
Vargas Quevedo
Cinematographer Alejandro Chdvez (AMC)
Editor Gilberto Gonzdlez Penilla, Miguel Salgado
Producer Angélica Ramirez, Janeth Mora, Miguel
Salgado
Contact divulgacion@elccc.com.mx
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Director’s Biography
A Jordanian director born
in Irbid. Graduated with
honors in Drama and
Filmmaking from Yarmouk
University. A member
of the Jordanian Artists
Association, she directed
award-winning short films
and trained with the Royal
Film Commission. She is
the first woman to direct
3 narrative feature film
produced in Irbid.

SIMSIM

Jordan - 82 minutes- 2025

Synopsis

Simsim is a woman nearing her thirties, burdened by
3 difficult reality and a failed marriage. Dreaming of a
better life for herself and her daughter, she searches
for the perfect man to rescue them. When she finally
finds him, she faces one final challenge: convincing her
estranged husband to grant her a divorce — and the only
way to do that is by finding him a new bride.

wailall
Adioll pUall gupla aloy) @b e Bl (0 wgpall oo Jglai
alndioll @agj gidd) ddyh 335 gl Jol 0327 boaieg daiilg &)

«Qugie e o Ay glg adlhy gL aie

Director Sondos Al-Smerat

Scriptwriter Tamara G. Owals, Razan Zoubti, Taima Twaisti,
Zahraa Baniyaseen

Cinematographer Ali Darabseh
Editor Abdallah Sada
Producer Qais Noamani

Contact Qais Noamani - qaisnoamanii@gmail.com
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Director’s Biography
Aqtolgai Rakhmatulla
is @ Kazakhstani
filmmaker known for her
poetic, music-infused
storytelling. Drawing
on her heritage as the
granddaughter of folk
musicians, her work
explores family, resilience,
and nature. Her films
include Spark (2025,
feature debut) and Spark
(2008, short), which won
Best Short Film at the
Eurasia Film Festival.

Spark

Kazakhstan - 70 minutes- 2025

Synopsis

Akan, 3 gifted singer, is forbidden from music after
his father’s death and kept from school by his fearful
mother. Isolated and silenced, he struggles with loss
and separation. As he grows, Akan must confront fear and
rediscover his passion for the dombyra. In reclaiming his
creative spark, he finds the strength to follow his true
calling despite grief and long-standing repression.
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Director Aqtogai Rakhmatulla
Scriptwriter Bekbolat Shekerov

Cinematographer Samat Sharipov

Editor Alexandr Zverev
Producer Aqtogai Rakhmatulla
Contact Darya Belkina - daryabelkina@gmail.com
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Director’s Biography
Andrey Razenkov, born in
1967 in Moscow, graduated
from the 1st Moscow
Medical Institute and the
International Film School
of Nikita Mikhalkov and
Rustam lbragimbekov. He
debuted with Tests for Real
Men (1998, Kinotavr award)
and directed Northern
Lights, Amber Wings,
Kromov, and segments in
Moscow, | Love You! and
Baku, | Love You.

The Postman

Russia - 90 m - 2025

Synopsis

An autistic postman, beloved by his town, begins
replacing death notices with heartfelt “letters from
the front” to spare grieving families. His talent allows
each letter to sound authentic, fooling everyone.
However, during wartime, military authorities monitor
correspondence closely. What began as a compassionate
act soon puts him at risk.
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Director Andrey Razenkov
Scriptwriter Mikhail Petukhov, Andrey Razenkov
Cinematographer Mariya Solovyova
Editor Kseniya Mazalova

Producer Ilya Burets, Maksim Filatov, Yurly Krestinskiy,

lgor Mishin, Elena Yatsura

Contact Polina Kamenskaya - p.kamenskaya@roskino.org
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Ghada Gobbara | e

in 1990. She held several positions at the Higher Cinema Institute, including
Head of the Editing Department, Deputy Director of the Institute, and Dean of
the Institute between 2013 and 2016. She served between 2018 and 2021, as
Vice President of the Academy of Arts and Deputy Director of the Cinema Pro-
fessions Syndicate. She has served as President of the Academy of Arts since
2021. She founded the Sphinx Film Festival, which showcases student films
from around the world. She has participated in numerous local and interna-
tional film Ffestivals and conferences, and has successfully screened films
from the Cinema Institute’s students at numerous international and local fes-
tivals, including the Cairo Film Festival, Cannes, Dubai, Venice, and others.
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He is an lraqi and Australian director, actor, and writer. He has directed fifteen
documentary films, in addition to several television series. He has acted in
approximately sixty works for television and cinema across lraq, Egypt, Syria,
and Australia.

He appeared in seven notable Arab films, including The Spider, The Knower,
and Line of Death. He has also participated in English-language films such as
Corlos, Marriage Act, and the American film Freedom.

His theatrical works have received multiple international awards and were
translated into several languages, including French, Finnish, and Spanish.

He has participated as a jury member in cinema and theater festivals in vari-

ous countries.
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Paolo Doppieri

Paolo is an Italian film director, editor, and writer. He started working as an
indie short film and documentary maker. He has been rewarded by several
international film festivals, including the TFF (Torino Film Festival). Later, he
established himself as a director of commercials and music videos for major
international companies, including Universal Music, Disney and Mattel. In
recent years, he has increasingly focused on cinema, teaching film directing
at Academia Poliarte (Rainbow Group) and directing the short film Sakura -
Land of Symphony, which had its world premiere at Expo Osaka 2025.
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Short Film Competition

10 Minutes Younger Lucky - Fortunata
Amal Story Mr. Beno

At Your Service Pail

Beula Red Perfection
Blanchette and the eight scents Searching for shelter
CARGO The cart clinic

Cats Voice of the voiceless
Catsaros Walnut

Chord Where Have You Been?
Cloudless Who's Still Alive?
Inas’s Return Once a Month

Liza
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Director’s Biography
Nisreen is a Palestinian film director,
passionate about art house cinema
exploring identity and displacement.
She has worked as Set Decorator,
Prop Master, Art Director, and Assis-
tant Director. Her films include 10
Min. Younger (2024), Akacje (2023),
and the upcoming documentary
Uncivilized Roots.

Amal’s Story

10 Minutes Younger
Palestine — 10 m - 2024

Synopsis

Julie and Waleed, two kids on the cusp of their teenage years, escape
the pressures of societal and political noise in Palestine, embarking on a
brief adventure in nature that will linger in their memories like 3 dream.
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Egypt - 5 m - 2025

Synopsis
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Amal, 3 woman from Upper Egypt became entangled in a loan to help
her husband’s brother get married, but she ended up in prison after
he evaded repayment. The film recounts her struggle with poverty
and stigma, her attachment to her daughter, and her new beginning
with the support of Misr El-Kheir Foundation.
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Director’s Biography
Mohanned Dyab An Egyptian film
director and screenwriter, he has
directed numerous short fiction
and documentary films, earning
multiple awards at both local and
international festivals. Among his

notable recognitions is the Axel
Africa 2024 Award.
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At Your Service p<ionaA 1o

USA - 7 m - 2025
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Director’s Biography
Max Watkins, a Michigan-based
filmmaker, directed At Your Service

(2025), earning a Best Director Synopsis
nomination at the College 48 A down-on-his-luck waiter stumbles into some money.. with
Awards. In the same year, he won unforeseen consequences.

3 NATAS Student Production Award
for his comedy short Parlay.

Beula Ug )

India - 3 m - 2025

Synopsis
A Playful, Cheerful Attitude of a Village Girl namely BEULA.
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Director’s Biography
B Suresh Kumar After graduating in
Visual Communication, did Diploma
in Film Technology & Television
Production. Worked as a Sound Engineer
for more than 400 Indian Films. His
Film ‘BEULA’ has bagged BEST SOCIAL
STORY TELLING AWARD in SANITA SOCIAL
ACTION FILM FESTIVAL,2025.



Blanchette and the Eight Cents

France — 13 minutes 15 seconds — 2025

Synopsis

In spring 1915, in Longeverne, 13-year-old Camus faces his Ffirst test
of trust: delivering the family’s goat, Blanchette, to old Gosey and
repaying eight cents. However, when he loses half the money, a

simple errand spirals into an unexpected ordeal.
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Director’s Biography
Haitham Sulaiman AL Mus-
allamti is a filmmaker born in
Sultanate of Oman, and studied
cinema. He has directed some
short films, among them “Car-
90” 2025.

Cargo
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Director’s Biography
Valentin Homont A Cambodian
director and screenwriter. He began
his career as a Production Assistant
and studied film in Thailand on
a scholarship from 2018 to 2020.
His debut feature Help! (2024)
won multiple awards and festival
selections.

Oman - 29 m - 2025

Elias is a simple young man looking for job. Suddenly, He discovers
that he is kidnapped inside a cargo truck. He tries to escape while he
suffers from Short-Memory loss.
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Cats

Serbia , Switzerland - 15 m - 2025
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Director’s Biography
Danilo Stanimirovi¢ is a young
filmmaker, with his short films he
has visited hundreds of interna-
tional festivals and won numer-
ous awards. He is an alum of
many prestigious workshops and
programs like Sarajevo Talents and

Synopsis
A silent little boy Misa finds an abandoned kitten on the street. As his
parents neglect him, he is left to learn to live life on his own through
the only relationship he can build, with the kitten.
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Catsaros
Egypt - 22 m - 2025
FYLV. VRS

Synopsis
Mofeed, a lonely young man, haunted by a3 sense of displacement in
the modern world, discovers a mysterious connection to a woman
from the 1940’s through an old telephone in an antique shop, leading
him on a journey through time and emotions that redefines his
understanding of love and belonging.
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Director’s Biography
Muhammad El Hadidi, an Egyptian
filmmaker, loves to share his stories
and deep emotions through the lens
of his camera. He started his career
as an animator, then he worked as an
assistant director for multiple feature
films, advertisings, documentaries
and music videos. “Catsaros” marks
his debut as a film director.
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Director’s Biography
Abdullah Aljunibi An Emirati direc-
tor and actor who has written and
directed many short and long films

and Arabic series, among them (The
Inheritance “, “camera”, “daughter
of the rope” 2023 - “chord” 2025).
He has received many international
awards, and participated in many
festivals.

Chord agyl — 9
United Arab Emirates — 7 minutes — 2025

Synopsis
A poetic dance between body and soul, pulling at the strings of
wounds, for spirits adrift in a vast sea of sorrow.
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Cloudless pg__.c 1L

Switzerland - 13 m - 2024
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Director’s Biography

Synopsis Sedonja Moll was born in Switzerland,
Cloudless tells the story of an elderly lady who suffers from dementia. 2002, she began her career by working
With the help of her granddaughter, she remembers beautiful for a casting agency for extras in 2021.

moments from her past.
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In 2024, she joined Zodiac Pictures as

3 production assistant, gaining valu-

walall able experience in film production. In

2023, she won the Treatment Award at
the Zuger Filmtage.

laualo go dloa OlAn) @ajius daiadn



Al ge

lnas’s Return

Morocco — 10 m - 2025
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Director’s Biography
Othmane Elaakal is a teacher
with a background in literature
and criticism. He supervised the
Cinema Club at AL Mostaqbal
Middle School (2024 Season)
and at Ibn Battuta School (2025,
Marrakech). Passionate about
integrating cinema into education.

Synopsis
Inas, a teenage girl forced by her father to leave school, holds on to
her dream of education. Years later, her uncle returns from abroad
and sees her lost spark. He confronts the father to change her fate.
Between the uncle’s determination and the father’s resistance, Inas
glimpses a chance to reclaim her right to learn.
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LIZA - The Chapter 1
Cambodia - 11 m - 2025

Synopsis
adition known as “Dissociative Identity Disorder (DID)”., torn between
two opposing selves: one generous and selfless, the other manipulative
and self-serving. While her “Giving” side seeks connection and
compassion, her “Taking” side drags her into destructive choices,
pushing her to the haunting question: Who is Liza?
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Director’s Biography
A Cambodian director and screen-
writer based in Phnom Penh. He
began his career as a Production
Assistant in 2015 and studied film
in Thailand on a scholarship from
2018 to 2020. His debut feature
Help! (2024) won multiple awards
and festival selections.
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Director’s Biography
Massimiliano Oliva was born in Caserta,
Italy. He studied film Directing Course
at the Laboratorio di Arte Dramatica
Roma. Among his works “Nightmares,
Closed for Holidays, The Beast Inside.
Fortunata Finalist in the Festival del
Cinema Povero screenplay competition,
winner of the Rome Film Festival.

Mr. Beno

Fortunata

Italy — 21 m- 2025

Synopsis

In a provincial town steeped in hidden corruption, adolescent
Fortunata lives with her cynical, amoral mother, who secretly exploits
her. Beneath the silence of neighbors and the masks of grotesque,
she clings to her love for books. When a parish priest enters their
“house of horrors,” he seems intent on saving her — but appearances
may conceal another truth.
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Armenia - 20 m - 2025

Synopsis
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Beno, an elderly math teacher, has secretly dreamed of being a stand-
up comedian since childhood, but his mother pushed him toward
numbers. When a stand-up contest is announced in Yerevan, Beno
seizes the chance, performing in secret to prove to himself and his
family that it’s never too late to follow one’s heart.
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Director’s Biography
Ani Khamoyan, studied film direct-
ing at KINODPROC - Armenia’s first
film school. After pursuing a career
far from the arts, she fulfilled her
childhood dream with her debut
film, Mr. Beno, a personal journey
that proves it is never too late to
follow your dreams.
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Director’s Biography
Adel Al Hemi is a filmmaker and
visual storyteller passionate about
human and success stories. Skilled in
photography, editing, and directing,
he has collaborated with various orga-
nizations and TV channels. His debut
documentary Pail (2024) won Best
Documentary at Baghdad Film Festival.

Red Perfection

Pail

Yemen - 6m - 2025

Synopsis

A heartfelt documentary that chronicles the profound bond between
an elderly man, Hajj Abdullah, and the ancient city of Sana’a. For
over six decades, Hajj Abdullah has dedicated his life to restoring
and embellishing the city’s historic buildings, making him an integral
part of its fabric.
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lraq — 2025 - 18 m

Synopsis
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In 3 society where honor is measured in blood, Henna is accused on
her wedding night of lacking virtue. Branded immoral, she is sent
home and beaten until she collapses. Though medical tests prove her
innocence, no one believes her—until the evidence is taken by force
with a scalpel.
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Director’s Biography
Mohammed Abdul Amir Al-Shammart,
Iraqi Filmmaker, has a diploma and
BA in film directing. He is 3 member
of the Iraql Artists Syndicate and co-
founder of Troupe5 Film Production.
His debut film Sukra (2022) screened
at numerous international festivals,
earning multiple awards.



. anallge
-6pnd LUAl AAl (o JA0 (rala alpo jiy
(2021) «¢rwpo Wy @ iLan ollal ¢ g0
ol gynall glayaall (1 Jjlb all
U9l il guadll glyyaog «Jygigui
gh@o (1a jub gl (2024) «SgJ«q «
Hlialy spndll plalll (Ugall &gyl dlgyl
-iall gugall yuilainwl Llg kb glyaog

Director’s Biography
Peter Mourad Halmy.. An Egyptian director
who has directed short films. Among his
films “Lost Without Morsi” 2021 which Par-
ticipated in the Egyptian American Festival

Searching for shelter
Egypt — 12 m — 2024

Synopsis

“Following his mother’s death, Abdullah—now in his thirties—wanders
in search of work and a place to belong, while silently battling the

in New York, and the Jerusalem International

Film Festival. and “Luca” 2024 which partic-

ipated in the Digital Gateway International

Short Film in Algeria and Charvaya Interna-
tional Film Festival in India .

loneliness of growing older without marriage.”
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The Cart Clinic
Egypt — 8 m. — 2025

Synopsis

In a rural village outside Cairo, a farm owner transforms a donkey cart into
a mobile clinic, bringing free medical care to underserved communities.
The Cart Clinic is a poetic short documentary about compassion,
resilience, and reimagined healthcare in rural Egypt. . :
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Director’s Biography
Toka Omar is an Egyptian filmmaker
and producer with a background in
journalism. She has worked on 3
range of short documentaries ex-
ploring themes of resilience, social
justice, and community initiatives
across Egypt. She has previously
worked as a post-producer with Jazz
Films and Wika Productions.
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Voice of the Voiceless
Nigeria - 7 m - 2024
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Director’s Biography
Lugman Mohammed Ibrahim is a
young and Innovative filmmaker
from the southern part of Nigeria,
but based in the northern part of

Nigeria. “Voice of the Voiceless” is

his first film.

Synopsis

A poor and unkempt boy who eventually overcomes poverty,
homelessness, and bullying when a middle -aged man brings him to
his home and takes care of him. When the boy grows into an adult, he
repays the kindhearted man by taking care of him as a senior citizen
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Woalnuts
Bahrain — 20 m. — 2025

Synopsis

The story follows a young woman with Sickle cell disease whose
husband marries her for love despite his family’s objection. After
losing their only son at age seven, grief drives the husband to
refuse more children. The wife insists, becomes pregnant again, and
eventually runs away in search of her freedom.
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Director’s Biography
Mahmood Yahya Al-Shaikh is a Bah-
raini director with a Bachelor in multi-
media from the University of Bahrain.
He recently directed the OSN drama
WARM FEELING along with several
award-winning short films such as THE
END ..? NO, JUST A TOY, 301, and MY
LOVE ADRAA. His short film RAINBOW
also screened at several film festivals
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Director’s Biography
Mohammad Gotta is a director and
producer. He has participated in many
successful award-winning projects
and has worked mainly in production
management and script supervising.
In 2021 he wrote and directed his first
short film “The Silent Record”.

Where Have You Been? Scuil cliug
Jordan - 17 m. - 2024

Synopsis

A young artist in his twenties abandons his family refusing to submit
to social constraints. Depressed, lonely, and stuck in his small
derelict studio flat, he stumbles upon his elderly neighbor, a woman
neglected by her family and in need of intimacy.
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Who’s Still Alive? € iule Jb (a0

Egypt - 8 m - 2025

Synopsis

Less than a kilometer away dreams are being bombed everyday.
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Director’s Biography

Walid Nagy is an Egyptian director
and writer from Cairo. Studied in the
High Cinema Institute. Since 1999, he
has worked across advertising, music
videos, documentaries, and art films.

His work in art videos and music
videos earned him nine international
waAlall awards in Paris, London, Munich, New
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Director’s Biography
Amr Mansour holds a
Bachelor’s degree in Media. He
has directed many successful
TV programs, including Turning
Point... The World Sings,
Travelers, directed the feature
film Al-Morsi Abu Al-Abbas,
and the short films Valley of
Secrets, and Once a Month.

Once a3 Month
Egypt - 25 m - 2025

Synopsis

Safia is an elderly mother living alone, waiting for her children who
have neglected her and are busy with their own lives. Her son Khaled
visits her once a month, with groceries and medicine, offering her
neither affection nor time, while her daughter Nadia phones her
without attention. Meanwhile, her neighbor Youssef appears in her
life, he lost his mother and feels the image of his mother in Safia and
begins to share her the details of daily life.
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Youssef EL Mallakh Sty Pl ident

Born on 1955, graduated from the High Cinema Institute, step into work until
he became a professor of Editing in the institute.

Now he is the head of cinema department in the International Academy of
Engineering and Media Science.

He started as an editor since 1982 and made many fiction and documentary
films with famous directors such as: Hossam EL Din Mostafa, Youssef Abou
Seif, Youssef Francis, Mohamad El Tohamy and Hashem ELl Nahas.

In addition, he is a founding member in the Egyptian Film Writers and Critics
Association
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An Egyptian actor who is graduated in the Faculty of Music Education in 1992 and
graduated in the Higher Institute of Theatrical Arts in 1994. He has held several
positions, including Deputy Director of the Actors Syndicate from 2017 till present,
Director of the Comedy Theater Troupe (2019-2020), Director of the National Theater
Troupe (2020-2023), and Head of the National Center for Musical Theater and Folk
Arts (2023-2024). He participated in more than 314 works, including TV series such
as “Al-Shared”, “Khayal Al-Dhul”, “Raya and Sakina”, “Al-Andalib”, “Ayyam Al-Dahk Wal-
Damou”, “Bab Al-Khalq”, “Jabal Al-Halal”, “Al-Khanka”, “Shadow of the President”,
“Nouna Al-Mazouna”, “Al-Ekhtiyar”, “Welad Nas”, “Naseeby Wa Qesmati”, “Al-Tufan”,
“Esh Esh”. He participated in several films, including “Ramy Al-Etesamy”, “Safari”, “Al-
Qashash”, “Google”, “Karma”, “Cell 7”, and “Before Forty”. He participated in dubbing
cartoon films with his voice in the films “Peter Pan”, “Hercules”, and “Aladdin”
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Mohammad Youssef Al-Abadi

Al Abadi is a Jordanian director, writer, screenwriter, producer, and politician. He is
currently the President of the Jordanian Artists Syndicate for multiple terms. He holds
a Bachelor of Arts in Directing from Alexandria University, a diploma from the Higher
Institute of Cinema and Television in the United States, and an honorary doctorate
for his creative and social achievements. Al-Abadi directed the first Jordanian fea-
ture film, Blood Wedding, in addition to numerous drama series, documentaries, and
variety shows, including Difficult Days, Athab, and The Spear and the Rock. He has
received multiple awards, including the Gold Award at the Cairo Radio and Television
Festival, the Palestine Film Festival Award in Iraq for Blood Wedding, and the Bedouin
Works Award at the Kuwalt Festival. He has served on and chaired various high-profile
cultural and artistic committees, including Jerash Festival, Amman Theatre Days, and
Tqous Theatre Festival. Former Vice President of the General Union of Arab Artists, he
is @ member of multiple Arab production unions, Secretary-General of the Jordanian
National Democratic Assembly, and owner/director of Al-Abadi Studios.
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Student Film Competition

40 Fadlos

8 candles Go Wandering
A trip with suspension excusion Leila -
Accomplice Live

After Passing Away Madad

Al Refaia Marciano Garcia
All is Good Mima

And The years Go By My little self
Beneath the palm tree Twain

Dry pen What Remains

Faded silk







40

Egypt - 10 m - 2025
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Director’s Biography Synopsis
Mohamed Adam is an Egyptian

director. His film “40” as a

Hadi returns from traveling to attend the 40th mass of his recently
deceased mother. He finds his father refusing to attend the fortieth

mass. A dispute arises between them over that.

graduation project at Naghma-

sha Library workshop in Sohag.
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Candles 8
Egypt - 7 m - 2025

Synopsis
Mofeed, a lonely young man, haunted by a sense of displacement in
the modern world, discovers a mysterious connection to a woman
from the 1940’s through an old telephone in an antique shop, leading
him on a journey through time and emotions that redefines his
understanding of love and belonging.
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Director’s Biography
Seif Ali Farag is Egyptian film-
maker and directing student at
Badr University Cairo. He has
worked with leading brands
like Spotify and Tseppas.
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Director’s Biography
Bishoy Rafaat Tawfik is an
Egyptian filmmaker, photog-
rapher, and video editor. A
student at the Faculty of Mass
Communication - Radio and
Television Department, Beni
Suef University.

Accomplice

Romania - 5 m

Synopsis

A Trip with Suspension of Execution

Egypt - 18 m - 2025

Synopsis

In 3 microbus stuck in an abandoned station at midnight, a group
of passengers gather and engage in discussions in an unexpected
journey of conflict and understanding,

waAloll
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At the Museum of Arts, Camelia, Elena, and Ana are plotting to steal a
valuable painting. The girls’ plan is hindered when Camelia’s mother, Director’s Biography

the museum guard, catches them. The girls flee and one of the

Rolland Moldovan is a short film

officers - who happens to be Camelia’s father - recognizes his own

daughter in the suspicious car.

director, currently @ Master’s stu-

@il.o.ll dent in Photo/Video
oluiall ahA h,:"} .a0id dag) adpul Ulg liablg Wols hinA i (98l aio (14 at the Faculty of Arts and Design,
Weig i)l s .gade (Al «daioll dwylh Lol 8allg J1ali aie University of Vest in Timisoara.
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Director’s Biography
Amira Yehia is an assistant
director and visual content cre-
ator, working for two years on

films, series, and music videos.

After the Passing Away (bayl c=

Egypt - 21 m - 2025

Synopsis

A psychiatrist is suffering from a3 fear of death since childhood,
which affects his daily life. However, with his wife around, he feels
compensated until he confronts truth.
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Al-Rifa’lya &__aclayl

Egypt - 10 m - 225

Synopsis
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Director’s Biography

Sama Badr is a director; Stu-

The film documents Al-Rifa’t Mosque and the Rifa’i order, highlighting

its heritage, history and cultural significance.
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Academy.
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Director’s Biography
Marriam Moustafa is an Egyp-
tian filmmaker. She recently
graduated from the Faculty of
Applied Sciences and Arts at
the German University in Cairo,
specializing in Media Design.

<

All is Good g Ll

Egypt - 12 m - 2025

Synopsis

A grieving artist struggles with an extreme art block, unable to finish
the sculptures she’s been working on. She lives in quiet conflict with
her older sister.
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And the Years Go By (il (na=ig

Egypt - 5 m - 2025

Synopsis

A young man discovers a mysterious chair in his old house that takes

him back to the past.
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Director’s Biography
Gaser Mohsen Mahmoud is a direc-
tor and graduated in 6th of October
University Faculty of Applied Arts

”Alall

Major of Directing.
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Director’s Biography
Dahmanti Salem is a filmmak-
er and photographer born in
Algeria. His documentary work
highlights the deep connec-
tion between people and land,
while also showcasing the
cultural heritage and touristic
richness of the Algerian Sahara.

Dry Pen

Beneath the Palm Tree

Algeria - 5 m - 2025

Synopsis

In the heart of the Adrar desert, 3 humble farmer has lived his life
in the shadow of palm trees. The film portrays a silent, human bond
between man and land—where the palm becomes more than a tree:
a memory, a shelter, and a story.
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Egypt - 13 m - 2025

Synopsis
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Director’s Biography

Aliaa forced into a tutoring session with Mr. Massoud, he accuses her
of stealing his pen. The following day, she places it back on his desk,
but he corners her in a moment of power and abuse. She confronts
her silence and fear, defying her abusive teacher.
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Mariam Nazih is a director and
3 student in the British Univer-

sity in Egypt.
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Director’s Biography
Ziad Ismail is graduated from
the International Academy for

Engineering and Media Sci-

ence, in 2025 with honors.

Faded Silk

Egypt - 16 m - 2025

Synopsis
The film portrays women in hard labor, highlighting their struggle
and right to social and legal support.
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Egypt - 12 m - Egypt

Synopsis

Film about the details of Nubian life, its diverse customs and
traditions, and its unique language. It reflects the importance and
status of women and the Nile among the Nubian people, and reflects
some of their good qualities. It narrates the details of their daily lives.
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Director’s Biography
Yehia Zieter is a 22-year-old
Egyptian/ Jordanian and a graduate
of Media Production from Galala
University. With a strong passion
for filmmaking and storytelling, He
s pursuing his career in marketing
as the founder of his own market-
ing agency.
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Director’s Biography
Wenhao Zhang is a director
and a student in Yunnan Arts

University. Synopsis

Dupeng, torn between dreams and reality, searches for freedom while
wandering through memories.
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One Night in Leila’s Life ylJ 6ba (14 L

Egypt - 13 m - 2025
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Director’s Biography
Hassan ELl Kashef is a film di-

Synopsis rector, graduated in 2025 with
One night portrays an Alzheimer’s patient’s struggle, showing the BB, r'ecelvmt.'_.] Zealllent en
illness’s impact on her life and family. SrElEien (20 ek M (s
International Academy for En-
wAilall gineering and Media Science,
ahab idleg @iy (e (Al wilip qoulaj Ay dlleo ki 6aalg aly Film Directing Department.
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Director’s Biography
Rattatham Manoon is a Thal
filmmaker currently studying

film at Sripatum University

(SPU) in Bangkok.

Maddad

Live

Thailand - 12 m - 2025

Synopsis

Nuea Mek, a communication arts student passionate about creating
online content, goes viral overnight when 3 clip of him dancing with
friends in a parking lot accidentally captures a mysterious shadow. But
instead of praise, he faces backlash—accused of fabricating the video.
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Egypt - 11 m - 2025

Synopsis

Maddad is a3 documentary exploring Sufi rituals, movement
philosophy, and spiritual melodies performed by renowned chanters.
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Director’s Biography
Mohamed Israa is an Egyptian
director, born in September
2002. He graduated from the
”Alall International Academy of Engi-

ol Apeug wagall K3kl a5l dauld cubing gbaus plbd «axo» neering and Media Sciences.
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Director’s Biography
Luis Arrojo is a young film director
born in Logrono in 2002. He is
graduated from ESCAC (Escuela
Superior de Cinematografia de
Cataluna) with a degree in Cinema-

tography and a master in Directing.

Marciano Garcia Luujla gibuwjlo

Spain - 19 m - 2025

Synopsis

Marciano Garcia, a3 man with Down syndrome, finds in his fantasy of
becoming an astronaut the perfect excuse not to face the death of
his grandfather. Jose, his best friend, will do everything possible to
satisfy his dream, leave his job and flee to another planet.
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Mima lo__0

Tunisia - 16 m - 2024

Synopsis

A filmmaker returns to her grandmother’s house to film, only to find

it was sold in loneliness.
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Director’s Biography
Dorra Sfar, born in 2002, is

3 passionate filmmaker who
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graduated from ISAMM.
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Director’s Biography
Tamara Palacios born in 2002
in Santiago, Chile. She is a
filmmaker, with a degree in
Film and Audiovisual Arts from
the Academia de Humanismo
Cristiano University (UAHC).

My Little Self 6penll Ui
Chile - 15 m - 2025

Synopsis
Sofia wears a childhood dress, magically becoming young again,
reliving memories with her best friend.
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Synopsis

The man and woman accidentally get together at night and spend the
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Director’s Biography

Andrel Sizov was born in Bar-

night together. Each of them is alone, and this meeting is a chance to naul, Russia in 2004. In 2022
end loneliness, but they are not in a hurry to use this chance. (e cREed) e Cersiteys

wriloll cinema university (VGIK) in
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Director’s Biography
Amal Alshoura is 3 21-year-old
Multimedia Design graduate
from the American Universi-
ty of Sharjah, with a strong
foundation in filmmaking and
animation.

What Remains Juola (1l

Egypt - 18 m - 2025

Synopsis

A married Egyptian couple’s dreams unravel after an unexpected
infertility diagnosis, forcing them into a relentless struggle against
cultural expectations, personal despair, and each other.
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Dr. Atef Abdel Latif, Egypt
Tourism expert and film producer
/ Jury president - Egypt

/
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Dr. Nabil Al-Failakawi

Chairman of the Kuwaliti Artists Syndicate - Kuwait

-
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Dominique Hourani
actress and singer - Lebanon
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Biography
Khaled Mehran is an
Egyptian director and

founder of Petah Pictures
in Egypt and Cri Eco
in Dubal. He directed
notable works including
Memory Card and Moscow
Cairo. A pioneer of
sustainable cinema, he
received Dubali’s Golden
Residency (2022) and an
international award from
the Russian Embassy for
the first Egyptian-Russian
co-production.

Visitor Number 11

Egypt - UAE - 100 m

Synopsis

The film delves deep into the roots of social corruption—
exploring how injustice, neglect, and moral decay
can lead individuals towards crime. Ten gathered...
one thought he is the strongest, another thought his
intelligence would save him, and another one didn’t
think anything until the last guest entered... and none
of them Lleft.
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Director Khaled Mahran
Scriptwriter Wesam EL Madani - Ashraf Aggour
Cinematographer Tamer Joseph

Editor Mohamed Galal

Producer Cre Eco Production House ( Enaam ELl Tounsi,

Mohamed El Telawe)

Contact info@creeco.ae
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Cairo, Sept 25, 25

Unwind, Relax, and Recharge at Novotel Cairo Airport.

Just a few minutes from Cairo International Airport, Novotel Cairo Airport is the perfect
destination for those seeking a comfortable and refreshing stay. Whether you are
traveling with family, taking a break after a long journey, or combining work with pleasure,
the hotel offers an inviting atmosphere designed to cater to every need. With 313 well-
appointed rooms and suites, guests can enjoy thoughtfully designed spaces that combine
practicality with a touch of contemporary charm.

The hotel features two sparkling swimming pools, including a dedicated kids' pool,
providing the ideal setting for families and travelers looking to enjoy some time in the sun.
Dining is a delight at Novotel Cairo Airport, with three vibrant outlets offering diverse
cuisine, perfect for sharing a meal or savoring a relaxing dinner after a busy day.

For business travelers, the property is equally accommmodating. Five versatile meeting
rooms are available, equipped to host everything from small gatherings to larger
corporate events, while workspaces in the rooms ensure comfort and convenience
throughout your stay. Beyond work and dining, guests can recharge in the fully equipped
fitness center or simply spend a tranquil moment by the poolside, soaking in the calm
and welcoming atmosphere that defines the hotel.

Novotel Cairo Airport combines convenience with a complete range of facilities, making it
a standout choice for families, vacationers, and professionals alike. Whether stopping over
on a transit stay, enjoying a family getaway, or conducting business, every visit promises
comfort, ease, and moments of enjoyment.

Book now: Novotel Cairo Airport, Hotel in Cairo - ALL

Contact
HO502@accor.com
M. +20 01017760013
T.+2024172273
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Biography
Graduated from VGIK in
2019. Previously studied
music, ballet, philology,
and earned a Master’s in
HR from Valdosta State

University (USA). Her
films participated in
several festivals. She has
directed commercials and
music videos. She Dances

is her debut feature film.

And Yet She Dances

Russia - 88 minutes - 2023

Synopsis

For Olga, dance is a language of connection. Throughout
the years, several men enter her life as husbands, lovers,
and dance partners. Yet each attempt to balance love and
dance ends in disappointment. Only when she meets a
man outside the dance world does she face a defining
decision — to choose love over the stage in a final, life-
changing performance of the heart.
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Director Oksana Degtyareva

Scriptwriter Svetlana Gelech, Grigoriy Kakovkin, Svetlana

Kozlova, Nelli Vysotskaya

Cinematographer Natalya Makarova

Editor Rodion Nikolaychuk
Producer Renat Davletyarov, Pavel Odynin, Grigoriy
Podzemelnyy

Contact Polina Kamenskaya-p.kamenskaya@roskino.org
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Biography
Yuri Chichkov, a graduate
in English Philology from
Moscow City Pedagogical
University, shifted from
teaching to photography
in 2005. He worked for
Russian Reporter, trained
with Martin Scholler in
New York, and studied
Camera Art at UCLA.
Now based in Russia, he
focuses on documentaries,
commercial, and personal
projects.

®

Still waters run Deep

Russia - 72 minutes - 2024

Synopsis

Under-ice free diving demands holding your breath in
extreme, freezing conditions. This documentary follows
piloneering female athletes and the founding father of
Russian free diving as they confront nature’s harshest
elements. From the icy depths of Lake Baikal to the
White Sea and Lake Lama, they push the limits of human
endurance in the coldest waters of Russia.
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Director Yuri Chichkov
Scriptwriter Galina Mosalova, Yuri Chichkov

Cinematographer Marina Levashova, Igor Merzlyakov, Yuri

Chichkov

Editor Andrey Travnikov

Producer Yuliana Slashcheva, Lika Blank, Hasmik
Movsisyan

Contact Polina Kamenskaya - p.kamenskaya@roskino.org
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Biography
Yuriy Dorokhin is a
Russian director and
producer from Irkutsk.
He studied journalism at
Irkutsk State University
and began his career in
TV in 1991. Since 2004,
he has led Studio REK.
His works include The
Satisfaction (2010) and
several documentaries
such as Baikal Totem and
The Drillers Go Further.

The Winter Road

Russia - 94 m - 2024

Synopsis

In the North, winter roads are known as “roads of life.”
Even today, many remote villages can only be reached
in winter, when frozen terrain allows for the delivery of
food and fuel. For mining companies, this season is the
only opportunity to transport heavy equipment. These
icy routes remain vital lifelines, connecting isolated
communities to the outside world during the harshest
months of the year.
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Director Yuri Dorokhin
Scriptwriter Yulia Byvsheva, Yuri Dorokhin

Cinematographer Alexander Trifonov, Andrey Zakablukovsky,
Anton Sotnikov

Editor Margarita Stelmashonok
Producer

Contact Polina Kamenskaya - p.kamenskaya@roskino.org
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Biography

Mohamed Khan is an
Egyptian-Pakistani
director. he travelled in
his early life, to England
to study architecture but
returned with a cinema
diploma. He became
one of realistic cinema
pioneers. His Ffirst film is
“Darbet Shams” 1980.

Fi Shaket Masr El Gedeeda

Egypt - 118 m - 2007

Synopsis

When she loses contact with her school’s teacher who
taught her music, Najwa, a music teacher herself, comes
to Cairo in search of her teacher, but what she encounters
is what her teacher taught her: love and friendship, under
the roof of Mas El Gedeeda flat.
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Biography
Nadine Khan is an Egyptian
director; she earned a BA in
film directing from the Higher
Cinema Institute in 2001.
She had many works in TV as
Farthest Neighbor (2017), Why
Not? (2023), and Mandatory
Path (2024). She directed her
debut feature film “Chaos,
Disorder” in 2012, which won
awards at Dubal International
Film Festival, Oran International
Arabic Film Festival, and Locarno
International Film Festival.

(52
Abu Saddam

Egypt - 95 m - 2021

Synopsis

As an experienced truck driver is tasked with transporting
3 shipment on the North Coast Road after a break from
work that lasted for years, he is exposed to a situation
that makes things get out of his control.
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Biography

Saad Hendawy studied
at High Cinema Institute,

then began his career

by making short films,

until directed his Ffirst

cinematic works was
“Hallat Houb” (“Amorous

Circumstances”).

Al Saffah

Egypt - 108 m- 2009

Synopsis

A young man grows up alone, searching for his true
identity. He finds himself through his disobedience to
his parents and his commitment to crime. As time passes,
his criminal abilities increase, and then fate leads him to
3 love affair with a beautiful girl. He attempts to obtain
money to build a new Llife with his beloved through one
last crime.
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Regulations of 3" Hurghada

International Youth Film Festival
(25 - 30" September, 2025)

The Hurghada International Youth Film Festival is an annual festival which is
established by screenwriter Mohamed El Basousy, journalist Kadry El Hagar,
journalist Ahmed EL Nagar, journalist Sherif Saleh and organized by the Arts for
Culture and Media Foundation in Hurghada, Red Sea Governorate, under the auspices
of the Egyptian Ministry of Culture, and is supported by Egyptian and international
public and private institutions. Among its goals is to promote and spread cinematic
awareness and culture, promote Egyptian cinema and support films made by young
people and also films that deal with youth issues in Egypt and the whole world.
Also, introducing cinematic works from different countries around the world.

Article 1

The third edition of the Hurghada International Youth Film Festival will be held from
25th - 30th September, 2025.

Article 2

The official program of the Hurghada International Youth Film Festival includes the
following sections:

The Official Competition, and its sections are as follows:

@  Feature Film Competition (more than 60 minutes) produced in 2024 or 2025.
©  Short Film Competition (less than 30 minutes) produced in 2024 or 2025.

® Student Film Competition (less than 30 minutes) produced in 2024 or 2025.

Sections out of competition:

A Spotlight on Cinema of the Country the Guest of Honor.
Tribute to an international cinematic figure.

Tribute to an Arab cinematic figure.

Tribute to an Egyptian cinematic figure.

Seminars, lectures, cinematic art workshops, and special events.
Panorama.
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Article 3

The festival organizes for competition films Q&A, and discussions with directors,
audiences, journalists and industry figures, as well as workshops to promote film-
making skills with the cooperation of international festivals and various cultural
institutions.

Article 4

The festival aims to screen films which are World, International, Middle East or
Egyptian premiere, or films that won awards in major international film Ffestivals.

Article 5

Films shown in the festival are attributed to the nationality of main production
company, not the director.

Article 6

-Festival juries are formed from Egyptian, Arab and international film figures, and
the jury award festival prizes to each of the sections separately.

-The feature film competition jury consists of five members, two Egyptians and three
from different countries. The short film and student competitions juries consist of
three members for each competition, each of them has an Egyptian member and the
other two members are from different countries.

-The jury determine the rules of their work.

Article 7
Hurghada International Youth Film Festival awards are as follows:

Feature Film Competition Awards:

The Golden Award for Best Feature Film, awarded to the producer.

Silver Award for Best Feature Film, awarded to the director.

Bronze Award for Best Feature Film, awarded to the director.

Best screenplay award.

Best Director Award.

Best Actor Award.

Best Actress Award.

It is not allowed to withhold any award or to or to give the award to more than

one winner.
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Short Film Competition Awards:

The Golden Award for Best Short Film, awarded to the director.

Silver Award for Best Short Film, awarded to the director.

Bronze Award for Best Short Film, awarded to the director.

It is not allowed to withhold any award or to or to give the award to more than
one winner.

Student Film Competition Prizes:

The Golden Award for Best Student Film, awarded to the director.

The Silver Award for Best Student Film, awarded to the director.

The Bronze Award for Best Student Film, awarded to the director.

It is not allowed to withhold any award or to or to give the award to more than
one winner.

Article 8

A high-quality DVD or link is required to watch the movie no later than July 15,
2025.

The entry form available on the festival website must be completed before July
15, 2025.

Article 9

Selected films should be sent in the name of Hurghada International Youth Film
Festival before August 15th, 2025.

The selected films must be sent with the following publicity materials: the
movie poster, three high-resolution images, an introductory brief about the film, its
director and all data, as well as stills from it for publicity purposes, publication on
the festival’s website, catalog and official festival publications.

The final screening copy should be sent through a link to be downloaded , and
in case the film is sent through a hard copy, the festival bears the costs of shipping
films to the festival, as well as the costs of returning them to their countries within
two weeks after the end of the festival’s activities, except for films that are sent to
another festival, as the other festival bears the shipping costs.

Article 10

General conditions for participation in all sections of the festival:
Films are screened in their original language with English subtitles, or both

English and Arabic subtitles.
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Arab films are screened with English subtitles.

It is absolutely not allowed to withdraw any of the films from the various
competitions, after it has been programmed or during the festival.

The festival accepts selected films through links or hard copies (DCP), (HD) or
(Blu-ray).

Each film participating in the festival will have three screenings maximum.

The festival has the right to show any film that participated in this edition two
or three times (by special agreement) after the festival in other activities that are
organized by the festival’s institution in 2025 or 2026.

The festival management undertakes to preserve the copies of the films received
from the time they reach the festival office until they are shipped back to their
countries.

All conditions and dates specified in the previous articles are obligatory.

Article 1M

The festival bears the costs of securing copies of films from their arrival at
Cairo International Airport until their shipment.

If @ copy of the film is lost, the responsibility of the festival is within the
limits of the value determined by the producer in the pro-forma invoice, and the
festival must be informed about that within a maximum period of one month after
the end of the festival, so that the producer’s right to the insurance company not
be overruled.

Article 12

- These regulations are issued in Arabic and translated into English, and in case of
lack of clarity, reference is made to the Arabic text.

- The regulations, printed or published on the festival’s website, whether in Arabic
or English, are the only copies that are reliable and referenced.

- The festival president is the only person qualified to clarify any dispute related to
these regulations.

- In the event of a dispute, the matter will be referred to the Egyptian courts, which
will apply the Egyptian laws.

Address: 282 Faisal Street - Haram - Giza - Arab Republic of Egypt.

Email: info@hurghadafilmfestival.com
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The Festival Team

Festival President

Mohamed El Bassousy
Festival Director
Kadry El Haggar
Media Director and Secretary General
Ahmed El Naggar
Artistic Director
Jihan Abdellatif Badr
Festival President’s Office consultant
Rabha Acheit

Selection Committee and Responsible
for Jury Affairs

Menna Ebeid

Selection Committee and Responsible
for and Honorees Affairs

Mayar Taghreed
Selection Committee Rapporteur
Farah Tarek
Financial Director
Sherif Salah El Din
Catalog Editing and Translation
Mohamed Ramadan
Catalog Designer

Mahmoud Adel Mohammady

Head of the Press Center
Hatem Gamal EL Din
Responsible for Screenings
Mohamed Mustafa
Screenings Technician
Alaa Abu Pasha
Support Services
Iskandar Aziz
DOP Photography
Egypt Times Media Production House
Camera Man

Hany Abd Rabbo
Hassan Younes

Director of the Opening and Closing
Ceremonies and Festival Activities

Ahmed EL Bassousy
Festival Activities and Social Media Editing

Nabil EL Bassousy
Motion Graphics
Youssef Hassan

Festival Poster Designer
Hazem Mahmoud Abu Khashaba
Musical Identity
Musician Ahmed El Gebaly
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